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INTRODUCTION

In January 2018, an archaeological discovery took place in the village of “Ugerbat
( ©lxae ) located in the Syrian Badia (steppes or semi-arid zones), some 65 km to the

east of the provincial capital city of Hama ( 3% ), and 35 km east of Salamia ( 4l ).
A large 5™ century floor mosaic from a church complex was uncovered measuring 37 x 18
meters within an area approaching 670 square meters. The discovery was made by acci-
dent, and it includes a wealth of Greek inscriptions placed inside fourteen panels. Photos
of nine panels were provided to the author by the Syrian General Directorate of Antiquities
and Museums (GDAM), Damascus, which requested decipherment and Arabic transla-
tions. The readings and translations published in the present article are meant to provide
wider dissemination.

TEXTS
1) Tabula ansata DIMS, measuring 85 x 49 cm.

1. H EYTENEXTATH AOMNIA
2. AA HKAI KYPATAMETH
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3. TOY MAKAPIOY ®EOAOTOY
4. AKTOYAPIOY [EYTOY] MENH
5. EVHOQZEN TON [@P]JONON

6. KAI TO EIZOAIN META KAI

7. THE KONXHE

8.TOY @MY ETOYZX

‘H ebdyevéotatn Aopviddia 1) kai kupaydpetn o poxopiov @goddtov Axtapiov (?)
[edyov]uévn eyMemoev Tov [0p] dvov kai 16 elcodty petd kai Thg kovmg ToD Oy’ Etouc.

“(It was) the most noble Domnilla who is also the lord's (esteemed) wife of the most
blessed Theodotos the account book-keeper who laid the mosaic of the throne and the en-
trance behind the niche in the year 749 (= 437 AD).”

Line 5: The term ‘throne’ also refers to the bema.

Line 6: Greek inscriptions from the Middle East use the Seleucid computation system,
which began in 311 B.C. To obtain Gregorian years, 311 should be subtracted from the
dates given in the inscriptions.

2) DIMS, measuring 63 x 42 cm.

1. EYEAMENOX

2. AANIHAOZ

3. ANAI'NQXTHX

4. EYHOQXEN IT IE.

EVEQpEVOC Aaviihog Bvayvmotng syNeocey Tie .
“In fulfillment of a vow of Daniel the (scripture) reader this mosaic was laid.”

Line 3: The reader is the person to whom the task of reading the scripture aloud is normal-
ly assigned during church services.
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3) Tabula ansata DIMS, measuring 130 x 80 cm

1. EYEAMENOI BIKTQPINOZX

2. KAI OYPANIZ TAMBPOX +

3. AYTOY AMA XYMBIQN +

4. KAI TEKNQN EYHOQXAN

5. THN XTOAN AMA TOIX +

6. MEZAZTYAOIZ. [ . ETOYZ. HK ¥

EV&Qpevoc Biktopvog koi OVpavig FoapPpdg + abtod &pa copfioy + kai tékvov
gyMowcay Ty otody dpo Toig + pEcastvoic. | . Erovg iy’
“In fulfillment of a vow of Victorinos and Ouranis Gambros + for themselves together

with their wives + and their children this mosaic of the stoa with the + area between the
columns was laid with mosaic . [ . the year 728” (=416 AD).”

4) DIMS, measuring 92 x 53 cm

1. EYEAMENOXZ OQMAX

2. TENNAAIOY AMA +

3. 2YMBIQ KAI TEKNQN

4. AYTOY EYHOQZEN IIAE.

EV&Guevoc Ompdg Ievvddion dpa + cvpPie kai tékvav aLTod eynemoey TA(vpa).

“In fulfillment of a vow of Thomas Gennadios with + his wife and children this si(de) was
laid with mosaic.”
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5) DIMS, measuring 80 x 56 cm

1. EYEAMENOXZ MAPKEA
2. AOX AAPIANOY AMA
3. XYNBIQ KAI TEKNOIZ
4. KAI TIANTOZXZ TOY Ol

5. KOY AYTOY EYHOQXE
6. IIOAAYX EKATON I KOXI

EV&Guevoc Mapkédiog ‘Adpidvov o cuvBie kai tékvolg kai mévtog tod oikov
aLTOD eyNedGe TOdaC Exatdv [kai] ()ikoot.

“In fulfillment of a vow of Marcellos Adrianos with his wife and children and all (mem-
bers) of his house the area of one hundred (and) twenty feet was laid with mosaic.”

6) Tabula ansata DIMS, measuring 130 x 60 cm

1. EIII TOY OZEIOTATOY KAI @EOTIMH
2. TOY EIIZKOIIOY HMQN AAEEANAP.Y
3. KAI AMMOY IIEPIOAEYTOY EYH

4. PQOH AT'TOTATH EKAHZEIA
5.ETOYZ ¢K¥Y MHNOZX =ZANAIKOY.IL.

'Emi 100 Oogl0tdtov kai Ocotunton émokomov NudV *AleEdvdp(o)v
kai Tdppov meprodedTon yne®ON dytotditn ék(k)Ans(e)ia Erovgcky” unvog
EovdikoL . 1.
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“Under the most pious and God-honored our bishop Alexandros and Sammos the peri-
odeut (this) most holy church was laid with mosaic (in the year) 726 (on the) 10™ of the
month of Xandicos” (= March-April 414 AD)

Line 1: Misspelling for 6cimtatov.

Line 3: “Periodeut” refers to a travelling preacher or priest, representing the bishop. He
was a sub-bishop whose main task was to preach the parish of nomads who lived
in the Syrian Badia (steppes or semi-arid zones), outside the towns and/or the small
outlying villages with insignificant Christian presence.

7) Tabula ansata DIMS, measuring 52 x 36 cm

... .7

2.0 . .7

. XIAIAK EYHO®QOH
MHNI AYXTPOY TOY
.OMY ETOYZX

SR N

.. .. ..Missing) . ... E [ ap Jxdw(kovov)
Eynoe®0n pmvi Avctpov tod Opy” Erouc.

13

.. .. . .Missing) . .? . .E? (ar)chdeacon was laid with mosaic (in the) month of Dys-
tros (the) year 749” (= 437 AD).
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8) DIMS, measuring 120 x128 cm

EYEAMENOX IQANNHX
IOI'ATHNOZ TPIBOYNOX
NOYMEPOY O KAPEIBON

AMA XYMBIQ KAI TEKNOIZ
EAQKEN NOMIXMATA TPIA
EYEAMENOX MONIMOZX TPI
BOYNOX AMA XYMBIQ KAI
TEKNOIZ EAQKEN NOMIX

. MATATIIENTA EN TAI XIIOYAH *AM
10. MOY TOY EYAABEXTATOY

11. IIEPIOAEYTOY TOY EIIAHPQ®OH
12. TOIIAN EPTON [ ETOYZ HKY.

WO R W=

EV&Guevoc "lodvvng (v)io(v) F'dnvog tpiBodvog

Novpépov 6 kapetBov &pa copBio kai tékvolg Edmiev vopiopata tpia. EVEQuevoC
Movipoc tptoVvog dpa copPie kai tékvolg £8mkev vopicpata mevia &v

T0i 6movdH Zdppov Tod eOABecTOTOL TEPI0dEVTOL TOD EMANp®ON O TV Epyov [ Erovg
Ky .

“In fulfillment of a vow of John son of Gatinos the dear Numerius praefect together with
his wife and children who endowed money three (times?).
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In fulfillment of a vow of Monimos the praefect together with his wife and children who
endowed money five (times?) (and) by virtue of the mettle of Sammos the pious and de-
vout periodeut®under whom the whole work was accomplished in the year 728” (= 416
AD)

Line 2: Misspelling for I'atfivov, which corresponds to Latin tribunus, which in turn
means magistratus, tribunus, praefectus, militaris.

Line 3: Misspelling for Novpépiov, Numerius Latin for a Roman name of honor of the no-
bilities; xopeBov is misspelled for ducpiPov.

Line 6: Movipog is a Greek name meaning “stable, with stability.”

9) DIMS, measuring 93 x 93 cm

1. EYEAMENOZ KAXTPIKIZ
2. AKTAPIOZ NOY MEPOY IIPO
3. MQTON YIIEP EAYTOY +

4. KAI TOY OIKOY AYTOY.

5. EYPHOQIEN [TOAAX .[. T

[0'e]0 00 0l0 0l0 0l0 0le oo /0l 00 8]0 8]0 8]0 00 0]

6. EYYAMENOX MAPKEAAOX
7. ®EOAOZIOY. YIIEP EAY

8. TOY KAI [TANTOZ TOY OI
9. KOY AYTOY EYHO®QZEN
10. TIOAAY. .J. £ .| ETOYE cKW.

EV&Qpevoc Kaotpikig dktéiplog Novpépov mpopdtov Orép éontod + kai 100 0lkov
abTod eyMowcsy modac.). T .J. Erove cry.

“In fulfillment of a vow of Castrikis the Numerius promoter account book-keeper for him-
self + and the (members) of his house the area of two hundred feet was laid with mosaic
the year 726” (= 414 AD)

Line 2: axtéprog is Greek for Latin actarius; short hand writer, clerk, account book-
keeper, secretary.
Line 3: Greek npoudtmv is for Latin promoter.
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CONCLUSION

These represent but a sample of the mosaic inscriptions found at “Ugerbat. It is an-
ticipated that with further stability within the region more archaeological findings will be
discovered and made available to the international community.
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